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 It’s been at least 30 years 
since the photocopied list of 
“church bloopers” made the 
rounds.  These lists claimed 
that all the items were excerpts 
from actual church bulletins.
 Here are a few reminders  -
 • Remember in prayer the 
many who are sick and tired of 
our church and community.
 • During the absence of our 
pastor we enjoyed the rare 
privilege of hearing a good ser-
mon when A.B. Doe supplied 
our pulpit.
 • A bean supper will be held 
on Tuesday evening in the 
church hall. Music will follow.
 • At the evening service to-
night the sermon topic will be 
“What is Hell?” Come early and 
listen to our choir practice.
 • The Rev. Adams spoke 
briefly, much to the delight of 
his audience.
 • The ladies of the church 
have cast off clothing of every 
kind. They can be seen in the 
church basement Saturday.
 • For those of you who have 
children and don’t know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs.
 • Thursday night: Potluck 
supper. Prayer and medication 
to follow.
 Some folks don’t find much 
humor in religion. I do and 
I enjoyed a good laugh over 
these church bloopers.
 As a teenager I knew a cou-
ple of old guys who didn’t ap-
preciate humor in our church. 
After a Sunday morning ser-
vice, I recall, I was sharing a 
joke with my friends in the 
narthex. (I don’t remember 
the joke but I do remember it 
was clean. I wasn’t a genius 
but I wasn’t stupid either.) As 
we teenagers enjoyed a hearty 
laugh, the one of the older gen-
tlemen shook his finger in my 
face and scolded, “Young man, 
the way you talk in church!”
 There are boundaries, of 
course. The Dutch and Low 
German languages have a word 
for one of those boundaries  - 
“spot.” (The “o” is pronounced 
like a cross between the “o” in 
hot and the “u” in pudding.) 
Years ago, in Dutch Reformed 
Church communities, folks 
who got a bit too light hearted 
about spiritual things were 
warned against committing 
“spotten,” or making a mock-
ery of such matters. “Spot,” as I 
understand it, is one step away 

from blasphemy.
 Keeping “spot” in view, I 
think our churches should be 
filled with smiling faces rather 
than the dour mugs seen in 
some pews. A valid faith, after 
all, should produce much to 
rejoice about. Besides, many 
amusing things happen in 
church.
 As a young teenager, my 
mother sometimes gave me 
charge of my baby sister dur-
ing a Sunday evening church 
service. One night, the tow-
headed toddler escaped my 
grasp and sprinted to the 
front of the church where she 
sat down at the piano and be-
gan to pound on the keys. Red 
faced, I retrieved her while the 
congregation enjoyed a good 
laugh. 
 At our church in Sioux 
City, a children’s sermon was 
a part of the worship service. 
The pastor called the younger 
children to the front of the 
church where they would gath-
er around him as he shared an 
easy-to-understand lesson.
 In one such exercise the pas-
tor encouraged the children to 
honor their parents by, among 
other things, helping around 
the house. “Perhaps you can 
help your mother do the dish-
es,” he suggested.
 “My mother never does the 
dishes,” piped up one small 
boy. His mother, who main-
tained an immaculate home, 
slid down in her pew while 
the congregation rocked with 
laughter.
 More than a few of us had 
to stifle a chuckle one Sunday 
morning when a guest minister 
apparently failed to remember 
he was wearing a lavaliere mi-
crophone. While seated at the 
back of the chancel during the 
offering he blew his nose. Lean-
ing forward, he gave a vigorous 
blow directly into the micro-
phone. The raucous noise was 
amplified through the church’s 
public address system, rattling 
the speakers and tickling many 
ears, including my young chil-
dren who couldn’t control their 
laughter.
 None of these are as humor-
ous, however, as an anecdote 
shared recently by a friend. 
During a worship service a few 
months ago his three-year-old 
son looked up at him and loud-
ly proclaimed for all to hear, 
“Daddy, you have a booger in 
your nose!”
 “Angels can fly,” G. K. Ches-
terton wrote, “because they 
take themselves lightly.”
 No “spotten” intended.

Listening and Learning: 
Anna Banowsky
 I have attended four events 
at which Anna Banowsky, can-
didate for Iowa’s 92nd House 
District, has spoken, and I am 
impressed by her eagerness to 
listen, learn and respond. 
 A central theme of her cam-
paign is education, and she in-
vites the electorate to educate 
her as their concerns. Anna 
Banowsky is in sharp con-
trast to current Representative 
Heather Hora.
 At each of Ms. Banowsky’s 
events, I am reminded of an 
informational event at the 
Washington County Hospital 
and Clinics in February where 
Ms. Hora and Senator Dawn 
Driscoll were present to pro-
vide legislative updates and 
answer questions. 
 During the event, one wom-
an stood up and asked a ques-
tion about warning labels on 
pesticides. She began with a 
stark statement, “Farmers are 
dying,” then asked why Rep-
resentative Hora and Senator 
Driscoll were supporting a bill 
in the state legislature backed 
by the German biotechnology 
company Bayer, which would 
protect the company and oth-
ers like it from lawsuits accus-
ing their products of not ad-
equately warning of potential 
health issues, including can-
cer. 
 Representative Hora replied 
that the EPA did not require 

additional labelling; therefore, 
Iowa was not obligated to do 
more.
 The limited response was all 
the questioner received. The 
representatives did not engage 
her in any further discussion 
of her concerns. I recalled at 
that point in the meeting a for-
mer colleague whose husband, 
a row crop farmer, had died of 
cancer. His brother, similarly, 
a row crop farmer, also had 
died of cancer. Neither was el-
derly.
 Whether pesticides caused 
their deaths is not known since 
many sources cause cancer. 
Nevertheless, the high inci-
dence of cancer in Iowa should 
have elicited more conversa-
tion from our representatives 
or at the very least, a commit-
ment to meet with the ques-
tioner to understand her wor-
ries.
 I will forever retain that 
image of the woman at the 
Washington gathering and her 
words, “Farmers are dying.” 
 Anna Banowsky has shown 
her willingness to converse 
with constituents in District 92 
and listen to issues that affect 
their lives, which is why I will 
cast my ballot to elect her as 
our new House Representative 
and urge other voters to do the 
same.

Dian Gottlob
Kalona

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Because they take themselves lightly

Our governor is failing our children
 “We, the grown-ups, have failed you deplor-
ably…” -- UN Secretary-General at the 2002 UN 
Special Session on Children.
 Executive Director: “If we want to over-
come poverty and the instability it breeds, we 
must start investing in our young people. I im-
plore national leaders to seriously examine 
their records on children. Are you getting all 
your children into classrooms, are you protect-
ing all your children against disease, are they 
safe from abuse, exploitation and violence? We 
know we have work to do.”
 Nations were charged with providing qual-
ity education at no cost regardless of gender, 
race, ethnicity, citizenship, disability, religion 
or language; pushed to criminalize the use of 
child labor; to punish those who abuse children; 
and to make the needs of children a priority by 
providing all that is necessary for growth and 
development. Could someone please inform Io-
wa’s governor?
 She and her party have advanced numerous 
abusive and dangerous laws:
• Allowing underage girls to serve alcoholic 

drinks.
• Allowing 14-year-olds, who lack experience 

and professional training, to drive to work.
• Denying federal statutes written to protect 

children from working excessive hours and 
from operating dangerous machines.

• Protecting child labor employers from pen-
alties.

• Denying federal money to help feed Iowa’s 
children.

• Defunding public schools.
• Gutting the AEA whose purpose is to serve 

children with special needs related to 
health, behavior and learning.

• Appointed an Iowa Dept of Education direc-
tor with no teaching or school administra-
tive experience.

• Failing to protect our children at school, 
instead hiring a “teachers with guns” pro-
gram director who is paid a larger salary 
than experienced teachers. 

 Awareness, directives, and international 
cooperative efforts are organized to fight the 
corruption of children. There is no excuse for 
our state to consider itself exempt from these 
important actions.

Jeanine Redlinger
Lone Tree

CONSIDER 
VOLUNTEERING AT 
KALONA FALL FESTIVAL
 I had a call recently from 
Steve Reif, the Kalona Histori-
cal Society’s executive direc-
tor, expressing the need for 
more volunteers at Kalona Fall 
Festival, to be held Sept. 27-28 
this year.
 “We really need at least 30 
more volunteers to staff admis-
sion gates and sit in buildings 
for the Fall Festival,” he said. 
 The Kalona Fall Festival, 
Kalona’s largest community 
event, depends largely on vol-
unteers from the community to 
sell admission wristbands and 
staff various buildings that are 
open to the public.
 Many of you have volun-
teered in the past, and that is 
very much appreciated.  Con-
sider volunteering again this 
year and invite a friend or rela-
tive to join you.
 Again this year, $1 of the 
wristband’s cost goes to help re-
tire the debt on the Streetscape 
Project in the new Wahl Mu-
seum.  This is a great depiction 
of what Kalona was like in the 
1800’s.
 Proceeds from Fall Festi-
val help fund the operation of 
the Kalona Historical Village 
and the Mennonite Museum
 Volunteer opportunities and 
shifts can be viewed online at 
kalonaiowa.org/fall-festival/, 
and you can sign up there as well.  
You can also call 319-656-3232 to 
sign up.
 We will see you there.

WHAT HAPPENED 
TO BILL MARKS 
MEMORIAL?
Before Mid-Prairie 

East Elementary was 
remodeled and new parking 
put in front of the building, 
there was a sign by the en-
trance that had the memo-
rial of former principal Bill 
Marks along with a message 
board. When the new dual 
parking lot for parents, teach-
ers, and the bus loop was done 
this summer, the sign had to be 
removed.
 Many citizens have ex-
pressed concern that the me-
morial has been taken down 
and not put back up.  Be as-
sured that is not the case. 
 Last week when members 
of the Kalona Rotary visited 
the school, Principal Greg Jer-
gens told them that the school 
has been in contact with Mr. 
Marks’s widow and she was 
fully aware of and approved the 
plan.  Jergens said the memo-
rial to the former principal has 
been placed on the west side of 
the East Elementary building 
near the entrance.  In addition, 
it will have a spotlight shining 
on it.
 The digital sign was 
outdated, no longer worked 
properly, and will not be re-
placed. But Bill Marks’s memo-
rial will be more prominently 
on display.
 Jergens also announced 
that roll-out signs will be 
placed in the street before and 
after school.   The old electron-
ic signs will be removed. Old 
fashioned methods will be re-
placing modern technology.
 Another improvement in 
addition to new classrooms 
and bathrooms is a sidewalk 
which goes completely around 
East Elementary and the Mid-
dle School.  In addition, the 
playground has been fenced 
in. Gates are locked during the 
school day but are unlocked af-
ter school so that community 

members may use the play-
grounds when school is not in 
session.
 To further improve safety, 
the sidewalk area in front of 
East Elementary is much larg-
er.  Kalona’s City Council has 
designated the area along H 
Avenue as a fire lane, so par-
ents can’t park there during 
school hours.  The curbside 
has been painted red to iden-
tify the no-parking zone. 
 Jergens stated that he 
is extremely grateful for the 
community support as East 
has gone through all these 
improvements.  These things 
have helped to make pickup 
and drop-off much safer as well 
as modernize the building for 
years to come.  Family feed-
back has been extremely posi-
tive. 
 Jergens also noted that 
there will be a public open 
house in the next month or so 
after all the final construction 
items are finished.  That infor-
mation will be shared when an 
exact date/time is set.

FLAGS UP UNTIL 
PATRIOTS DAY
 I have been asked why the 
American flags are still up so 
long after Labor Day weekend. 
Did they forget to take them 
down? No, that can’t be further 
from the truth.
 Since it is such a short 
time after Labor Day, the Kalo-
na Optimists decided to leave 
the flags up until after Patriot 
Day, Sept. 11.  It is a big chore, 
putting up and taking down the 
flags, so it was decided to leave 
them up that short time before 
honoring Sept. 11 or Patriot 
Day.
 The Optimists hope you 
understand. Flags will come 
down Sept. 12. and go back up 
for Veterans Day.
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